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PRINCIPLESTHAT SHOULD GUIDE
GIFTED EDUCATION REFORM

As an organizaion, TIGER is committed to the reform and strengthening of gifted
education in Tennesee We believe that educational equality and opportunity demand
that we work as a ammmunity—families and schools together—to med the unique needs
of every child. Each and every child in Tennesseedeserves an educaional system that
addresses their needs, that challenges them, that allows them to grow, to thrive, and to
succeal. Too dten, this smply isn’'t the cae for acalemicdly gifted and talented
children. Too dten, they are not challenged. Too dten, they fed isolated. Too dten, they
do not thrive.

Reform of gifted education should aim to build a system that reliably identifies
acalemicadly gifted children throughout Tennesee assesses their individual needs, and
putsin placethe means to med those neals. Such reform should be guided by the
following basic principles:

1) The eisting system of gifted education in Tennessee while imperfed, should not be
ended unlessa new and sound system of gifted education is adopted and
implemented.

2) Reform should maintain the mandate that school districts identify acalemicaly gifted
children and provide services to med their needs.

3) Reform should maintain the existing due processrights of families.

4) Reform should provide strong medianisms for identifying academicaly gifted
children. Thisrequires outread to parents, ealy identificaion, and identification
toolsthat are both valid and non-discriminatory.

5) Reform should recognizethat there ae differing levels of acalemic giftedness Thus,
no one set of services can med the neads of every acalemicaly gifted child. Rather,
educational services must be geaed to med the needs of ead individual child.

6) Reform should reaognizethat acalemicdly gifted children often confront unique
social-emotional issues, and that these needs must be addressed.



7)

8)

9)

Reform should recognize the neal to dramaticdly improve teader training with
regard to acalemic giftedness A training standard should be established as a part of
teader licensure, and a system of certificaion in gifted education should be
established.

Reform should recognizethat some dildren are both acalemicdly gifted and have
particular leaning dsabilities, and that speaal and gfted educaion must be
integrated in these instances.

Reforms $hould be driven by the extensive reseach in educaion and psychology on
what is needed and what works regarding acalemicaly gifted children. Methods of
identification and services $ould be guided by best pradices in the field rather than
any preaonceved notions.



